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Annex A – FGM mandatory reporting 
process map  
This process map is intended to demonstrate where the FGM mandatory reporting duty fits 
within existing processes. It is not intended to be an exhaustive guide, and should be 
considered in the context of wider safeguarding guidance and processes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
              

 
      Mandatory reporting duty applies                           Follow local safeguarding procedures 
                                                                                        (mandatory reporting duty does not apply)                                                                                                                                                                                

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
Response initiated by police, in consultation             Response initiated by local authority       
with local authority children’s social care                              children’s social care                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IMMEDIATE RESPONSE 
REQUIRED re: identified victim 
or another child/other children 

ASSESSMENT OF CASE: Multi-agency 
safeguarding meeting convened in line with local 
safeguarding arrangements. 
 
Attendees include:   
- police 
- children’s social care 
- health 
 
Factors considered may include:  
 
- measures to protect the girl/others identified as 
being at risk (children’s social care lead) 
- possible criminal investigation (police lead) 
- health and wellbeing requirements of the girl/ 
others, including how care delivered (health lead) 
 
 

Relevant professional 
concerned that an 
under 18 has had/is at 
risk of FGM.  

Informed by 
the girl that 
she has had 
FGM  

Local safeguarding procedures 
followed  

Observes physical 
signs which appear to 
show FGM has been 
carried out  

Suspects 
FGM has 
been carried 
out  

Considers girl 
may be at risk 
of FGM  

Professional required by 
law to make a report to 
the police (orally or in 
writing – recommended 
route: call 101) 

Police and social care 
take immediate action 
as appropriate  

Where there is a risk to life 
or likelihood of serious 
immediate harm, 
professionals should report 
the case immediately to 
police, including dialling 
999 if appropriate. 

followed by 

In Wales: 
supplemented 
by duty to 
report  

Professionals should: 
- record all decisions 
- communicate 
sensitively with the 
girl/family 

 
Police provide feedback on cases 
reported under mandatory 
reporting duty. 


